" PO.Box1166- - Fax: (eos) 254-5552

Kailua, Hawaii 96734 . -~ Phone: (808) 254-5111 /(aoa) 254-0601 S

" Monday, Apnl 07 2003

The Honorable Ann Veneman -
Secretary, U.S. Department of Agrrculture
- Country of Origin-Labeling Program -

‘, Agricuitural Marketing Service ‘
Stop 0249 Room 2092-SM .
- 1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washmgton IC 20250—0249

Re Comments on Gu1dellnes for Voluntary Country of Orlgm Labehng Program

Dear Secretary Venem‘an

I am wntrng |n response to your request for comments on the U :S. Department of Agrrculture S (USDA’s)
"Gurdehnes for the Interim Voluntary Country of: QOrigih Labehng of Beef, Lamb, Pork, Fish, Perishable
Agncultura Commodities, and Peanuts” (hereinafter Voluntary COL Guidelines). | am the Chief -
"Executive of Down to Earth Natural Foods. Down: to Earth Natural Foods IS a Hawan srx store cham of
vegetanan naturat foods stores |n Hawan ‘ : :

As a food retatler the law holds me responsnble for |nform|ng consumers of the country of ongm of all
. onon- processed fresh and frozen fruits and vegetables, and peanuts that-are sold in our retail stores. Only
S my. supphers know the country of origin of these products. 1 cannot look at a harid of bananas and know
“ whether it is from- Costa Rica or: Guatemala USDA must issue regulatlons that WI" hoid supplrers
respons:ble for glvmg me comptete, accurate and verlflable m*formahon ‘ :

Moreover the requrrement to keep two years of records at every retatl store on the country of orlgm of
every covered commodity is outrageous. Most of these penshable products are-sold and: consumed within.~
- afewdays. As a relatively small retailer, I simply do not have the physical or ‘electronic storage capamty

foi keep o years worth of records on the codntry of ongm of every covered commodtty in every store..

Please lssue ctear and reasonable regutatlons qurckly that will allow me to comply wrth the Iaw wrthout
puttlng me gut of busmess or hmmng my. abihty to contlnue to prowde consumers W|th a fresh and
abundant supply of food products r . : o

Slncerely, L

Mark Fergusson e
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